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ST JAMES NORTH CRAY
SAVE OUR SPIRE

The ancient parish church of St James, North Cray

has been there as a focal point for the community through

many lifetimes. The building stands through the seasons,

and the years, as a reminder of the Church’s commitment to

God and His love for all people, whether they attend church

services or not!

We want to ensure that this precious church building remains

open for many years to come. To achieve this, we now need
the help of our community!
We are facing a number of significant challenges with the church
building, the most pressing of these is our lovely
church spire. This is covered with traditional wood-
en shingles, and we need to replace these urgently.
If you value your parish church, and the part it
plays in your community, please do consider mak-
ing a donation to this work.
Help this beautiful church...Link to our new online
giving page:
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/569e4fec-3e77-4d90-8a0a-94d0726a8974
Use the QR code.above.
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| heard the Bells on Christmas Day

| heard the bells on Christmas day
Their old familiar carols play,

And wild and sweet the words repeat
Of peace on earth, good will to men.

| thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom

Had rolled along th'unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.

And in despair | bowed my head:
"There is no peace on earth,' | said

'For hate is strong, and mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.'

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:

'God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,
With peace on earth, good will to men.'

Till, ringing, singing on its way,

The world revolved from night to day
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime,
Of peace on earth, good will to men.

By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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SERVICES AND EVENTS FOR %
DECEMBER 2022

SUNDAY 4th December 2nd Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM Holy Communion
Wednesday 7th December

8:00 PM Team Zoom

SUNDAY 11th December 3rd Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM Family Parade Toy Service
3pm Forrest Church Christingle
Wednesday 14th December

8:00 PM Team Zoom

SUNDAY 18th December 4th Sunday of Advent
9:30 AM Holy Communion

4:00 PM Carols by Candle Light
Wednesday 21st December

8:00 PM Team Zoom

Saturday 24th December

5:30 PM Crib service

SUNDAY 25th December Christmas Day

9:30 AM Holy Communion

Please contact the Associate Priest or a member of the clergy
team to be included on the emailing list or see our website for
further information.

Also, do contact any of our clergy team if you are concerned,
or if you would simply like a chat, or prayer. »
<0
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The ‘wonder’ of the shepherds in the fields of &\
Bethlehem by The Ven. John Barton i

Shepherds in first century Palestine would have been attuned to the
wonders and ravages of nature: star-lit nights, cold and heat, storm
and calm, and the unwelcome attention of predators, both animal and
human. They would have been more aware than we of human
dependency on the seasons, and more respectful than us of the
precarious nature of existence. Fear, as well as appreciation, would
have shaped their religious sensitivities.

Some think the shepherds near Bethlehem may have been guarding
sheep for the Jerusalem Temple, which used them as part of the
sacrificial ritual of Judaism in those days. Yet the kind of work
shepherds did and the hours they had to keep barred them from
orthodox religious observance; they were regarded as uncouth and
untrustworthy and were not allowed to give testimony in law courts.

It was typical of St Luke (the only New Testament writer to refer to
the shepherds) to put them in the forefront of his narrative. Luke is
the writer who favours the underdog: tax collectors, sinners, women,
old and poor people and non-dews all figure favourably in his
account. Deliberately he sets before us shepherds as the first
Christmas worshippers. They already knew how to wonder.

William of St Thierry wrote: “A man who has lost his sense of wonder
is a man dead.” The 19 Century scientist Michael Faraday wrote: “Let
us consider... how wonderfully we stand upon this world. Here it is
that we are born, bred and live, and yet we view these things with an
almost entire absence of wonder...” This is no plea for anti-intellectual
faith, but rather for the discovery of an extra dimension. Wonder is
the prime ingredient of worship, and we need to recover it and use
it. It takes practice.

William Blake encouraged us to look into the ordinary and see the
extraordinary:

“To see a World in a Grain of Sand,
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower:

Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand,
And eternity in an hour...”



The late Michael Mayne, Dean of Westminster wrote, “A sense of the
sublime leads to a sense of awe, which is | suppose that combination
of wonder and fearfulness you may feel in the presence of what takes
your breath away. It is not afraid in the sense of feeling scared, but
rather an awe-struck sense of amazement that the ordinary is rather
more extraordinary than the extraordinary... it is not the rabbit out of
the hat but the rabbit out of the rabbit that is so surprising...”

So, in the astonishing story of heaven-come-to-earth in Bethlehem,
of divinity in a cowshed, it is shepherds who receive the revelation. Not
priests, not presidents, not philosophers. “An angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified.” For all they knew it might have been bad news. “But
the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see — | am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord’.”

The response of the shepherds was to go and see. Not to question

or even to reason. The main constituent of their belief was already
wonder. They were accustomed to marvelling, for they were
surrounded by a world of marvels. So, they went to look. And as they
looked, they marvelled. Later, they were to return “glorifying and
praising God for all they had seen and heard.”
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Church leaders in Ukraine continue
to protest against Russia

The leaders of Churches in Ukraine have
urged Christian leaders in the West to
help to try and persuade Russia to
comply with humanitarian standards of
behaviour, and to stop indiscriminately attacking civilians and torturing
prisoners and deportees.

The All-Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religious Organisations
has said “the Russian Federation has significantly stepped-up acts
of terror and genocide, using a wide arsenal of missile armaments.”
They go on: “Russian officials do not hide their criminal desire to
destroy the vital infrastructure of Ukrainian cities on the eve of cold
winter in order to destabilise the socio-political situation, to sow fear
and panic...”

The Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew | has told a Roman
Catholic news agency that he has made “heated and fraternal appeal”
to Russia’s Patriarch Kirill to distance himself from Moscow’s
aggression and “unjustified bloodshed”.

However, preaching recently in Nizhny Novgorod, Patriarch Kirill
assured Russian troops that they would be protected by the Virgin
Mary and St Seraphim of Sarov (1754-1833) in vanquishing “forces
of evil” and those who had “taken up arms against Holy Russia.”

The Primate of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, Major
Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk and the head of Ukraine’s
independent Orthodox Church, Metropolitan Epiphany (Dumenko)
have also voiced their opposition to the Russian Orthodox Church’s position.
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Russia’s suspension of Black Sea grain deal a “body blow” to
world’s poorest, Christian Aid says

International development agency Christian Aid has urged all parties
to the Black Sea grain deal, which would allow the export of Ukrainian
agricultural products to world markets, to persuade Russia to end its
unilateral suspension.

Elizabeth Hallinan, Christian Aid's Global Crisis Contexts Lead, said:
“Any interruption to grain exports is a body blow to countries already
reeling from spiralling energy and food prices. Russia's unilateral
suspension will only push more people to starvation. It is critical that
all parties keep talking to find a way for grain to reach countries
desperate to feed their people.”

New £15 million fund to help churches with energy bills

The Church of England is to provide £15 million for dioceses to help
churches struggling to pay their energy costs.

The Energy Costs Grant will be distributed to dioceses to enable
them to help Parochial Church Councils (PCCs) cover the
increased cost of heating and lighting church buildings this winter.
Dioceses will also be able to use some of their fund allocation to
make additional targeted hardship payments for clergy and other
employed ministers to cover household bills, in particular energy
costs.

The new funding comes after £3 million was made available earlier
this year by the Church of England for dioceses to distribute to
clergy and lay ministers who are facing a particular hardship
because of the cost-of-living crisis.

John Spence, Chair of the Archbishops’ Council Finance
Committee, said: “The Government has announced welcome
support for non-domestic energy users including voluntary sector
organisations such as PCCs.

“‘But, in spite of this, our churches still face the challenge of
significant rises in their energy bills over this winter, and that is
why we are announcing the Energy Costs Grant which will be in
addition to Government support. We will keep the situation under
close review throughout the winter.”
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The Chrlstmas Star By Hilary Robinson, SPCK, £7.99

gl This is a fresh, heart-warming retelling of
the story of Chrlstmas for 3-5-year-olds.
Children will love the story of the small,
o plucky star that becomes the Christmas
star, and will learn that everyone can play
a part in God'’s story, no matter how small
they are, and that everyone should be given
a chance to shine.
The clear, simple text is perfect for children
just starting to read, and for adults to read
aloud to them.

Companions on the Bethlehem Road
By Rachel Boulding, BRF, £14.99
This book of daily Bible readings and
reflections for Advent and Christmas is
based around spiritual insights gleaned
from some of the best-loved poets of the
past — T.S. Eliot, George Herbert,
Tennyson and Auden, among others.
While they come from different ages
and backgrounds, these writers wrestled
with the same questions that we do, about
) God, love, hope, and suffering. This book
CC:I‘[‘IDCIHIU[‘IS is not a literary study of their work, but a
on the quest to see what they can tell us about life
Bethlehem Road and faith today.
The poems are quoted in short sections,
with suggestions about what they might
mean for us now. While we can glimpse
only part of the picture of God’s love for us, it often seems that, in
poetry, our deepest yearnings can come to the surface.
As we travel the road to Christmas in the company of these great
poets, we may find our minds enlarged and our hearts touched with
something of the wonder and joy of this special season.

Il_lI—II_II_lI_II_II_lI_II_II_lI_II_II_II_II_II_II_II_II_.
- o

L]

lI_lI—lI_lI_lI—lI_ll_lI_lI_lI—II_lI_II—II_II_II_II_II—II_
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ALL IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

200 years ago, on 271" December 1822 Louis Pasteur, French
biologist, microbiologist, and chemist was born. One of the fathers of
germ theory, he was best known for the pasteurisation process, which
is named in his honour.

100 years ago, on 8" December 1922 Lucian Freud, German-born
British figurative artist and draughtsman was born. One of the leading
portrait artists of the 20th century.

Also 100 years ago, on 14" December 1922 John Reith (later Lord
eith) was appointed as General Manager of the BBC.

= Also 100 years ago, on 30" December 1922 the Soviet Union was
| founded. Officially known as the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR), it was dissolved in 1991.

90 years ago, on 25" December 1932 the first Royal Christmas
Message was broadcast on radio. King George V addressed the
nation live from Sandringham.

80 years ago, on 15t December 1942 the British Government published
the Beveridge Report, which formed the basis of the welfare state.

65 years ago, on 25t December 1957 Queen Elizabeth II's Christmas
message was televised for the first time.

40 years ago, on 12" December 1982 30,000 women joined hands
= around the Greenham Common RAF base in Berkshire to protest
| against the siting of US Cruise missiles there.

| 25 years ago, on 11" December 1997 Sinn Fein president Gerry
Adams met Prime Minister Tony Blair at 10 Downing Street — the first
* Irish Republican leader to do so since Michael Collins in 1921.

Also 25 years ago, on 11t December 1997 the Kyoto Protocol, aimed
at reducing greenhouse gases and combating global warming, was
adopted at a conference in Japan. More than 190 countries have
signed the agreement, which came into effect in February 2005.
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@ MEETINGS

Jd) and Eventls
74 2022

Easi Lock Ltd (Locksmiths)

All locks opened, repaired and replaced
UPVC door and window lock specialist
Security bars and grilles supplied and fitted
Police CRB checked
Member of British Locksmith Association
Telephone: 0800 44 88 132 - Mobile: 075905 33 222
Web: www.easilock.com

THE BOTHY

Are you looking for a small hall for a function?
The Bothy (in St James Church Grounds) has all the facilities
you need and can seat 35 people.
If you need further information please contact
Lynne Meads on 07966 315518
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CURTAINS MADE
DRESSMAKING AND ALTERATIONS
Reasonable Prices

All those sewing jobs you have been meaning to do for ages

MOLLY: 020 8300 9942

Ruxley Manor
Maidstone Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA 5BQ

RUXLEY%MANOR 0208300 0084

WWw.ruxley-manor.co.uk

Digoils”  p TRADIMONAL FUNERAL SERVICE FROM LOCAL FUNERAL DIRECTORS
'''' 5 PROVIDING HELP AND GUIDANCE IN YOUR TIME OF NEED
® Telephone quotes availabke ® Memorial advice and products
® International repatriation specialists ® Pre-paid Funeral Plans
BROMLEY ORPINGTON
231 HIGH STREET BRI INZ BOUNDARY PLACE SEVENOAKS RD BRE 3JW
TEL: 020 8480 1720 TEL: D1689 875116
FARNBOROUGH ORPINGTON

332 CROFTON ROAD BRE BNW
TEL: 01883 853277

B7 THE WALNUTS BRE OTW
TEL: 01688 B23TTT

SIDCUP
48 HIGH STREET DA14 BEH
TEL: 020 8300 45661

and ever 50 associated branch locations throughout South and South East London

Part of Dignity plc. & British company = )
wiw. dignityfunerals.co.uk ;
Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors -y

e W
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Reflected Faith Series &
The Revd Dr Jo White ™

Reflecting faith - To the Glory of God

Everything about the church building is
intended to tell us something about God.

But it doesn’'t end there. We put into the
building things that are important to us and
again reflect not just our specific
denomination but our ways of worship.

Imagine visiting someone in their home
whom you are just getting to know and have
a look around at the decorations, photos,
wall hangings, books, music etc. What are their hobbies? How do
they enjoy spending their time? Who is important to them? Well our
church interiors are like that.

In most church buildings each week there will be a display of flowers.
Venues vary from being large and elaborate to simple and homely
and so do such arrangements. Of course, much depends upon
finance and the availability of flowers as well as the interest and skills
of the arranger.

Flower arrangements ‘should’ be in keeping with the church season
or the occasion that is being celebrated. During Advent (Latin meaning
‘coming’) while we anticipate the birth of Christ at the Feast of
Christmas most places of worship show restraint in their arrangements
and often decline to use any coloured flowers using only evergreen
leaves.

Then nearer to Christmas itself everything changes and either flowers
are added to the original evergreens or they start completely new.
Colours change to red for love and Christ’s death and passion, white
and gold for importance, royalty and celebration: with green alongside
for the hope of new birth and spring.

This month: Have a look at the flowers used in a church near you.

What do they ‘say’? Perhaps there will be poinsettias, lilies or even
irises. Each has a different story to tell of the glory of God.
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90 years of broadcasting the Royal Christmas
Messages by Tim Lenton

This year we shall have our first Royal Christmas
Message from King Charles Ill. He follows in a
tradition that spans three generations.

It was 90 years ago, on 25th December 1932,
that the first Royal Christmas Message was
broadcast on radio. King George V addressed
the nation live from Sandringham. A quarter of
a century later, on 25th December 1957, the
Christmas message by Queen Elizabeth Il was
televised for the first time.

King George V had been asked to broadcast a
Christmas message in 1922, but at the time he
felt that radio was for entertainment, and
therefore not suitable. Ten years later, after a visit to the BBC, he was
persuaded otherwise, and agreed to do it as part of the inauguration of
the new Empire Service (now the World Service).

The time chosen was 3pm because it was the best time for reaching most
countries in the Empire. In fact the first message started five minutes late
and lasted only two and a half minutes, but it made a massive impact and
established itself as a regular Christmas Day event.

Edward VIII never delivered a Christmas broadcast, but King George VI
continued the tradition, using it to encourage people during the second
world war. Queen Elizabeth Il broadcast her first Christmas message in
1952, again from a room at Sandringham, and five years later agreed that
her Christmas message could be televised — live. She proved to be a
natural broadcaster.

But times changed, and in1960 the message was pre-recorded from
Buckingham Palace, which meant that it could be sent to Commonwealth
countries for broadcast at a convenient time. However, the 3pm UK
broadcast continued every year — except 1969, when the Queen wrote a
message instead, believing that the Royal Family had received enough
exposure with the TV documentary Royal Family, which had aired in the
summer.

But the tradition was resumed the following year. The Christmas message
is now also available each year as a podcast and can be seen through
Facebook and YouTube. King Charles lll is expected to give his first
Christmas message this year.
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DECEMBER CROSSWORD PUZZLE 8
it

Across

1 ‘How long will you — your face from me?’ (Psalm 13:1) (4)
3 ‘Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the — he
bore’(Hebrews 13:13) (8)

9 Posh sin (anag.) (Romans 8:15) (7)

10 Solemn pledges (Matthew 5:33) (5)

11 Italian term for full orchestra (5)

12 ‘For he who avenges blood remembers; he does not — the cry
of the afflicted’ (Psalm 9:12) (6)

14 Prescience (1 Peter 1:2) (13)

17 Where a Hindu holy man lives (6)

19 ‘If he found any... who belonged to the Way, whether — —
women, he might take them as prisoners’ (Acts 9:3) (3,2)

22 Fragrance (2 Corinthians 2:15) (5)

23 Vine hen (anag.) (Jonah 1:2) (7)

24 Precious stone decorating the twelfth foundation of the New
Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (8)

25 ‘Will you keep to the old path that evil men have — 7’

(Job 22:15) (4)

Down

1 ‘Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with — —
(Numbers 20:11) (3,5)

2 ‘You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, “ — —
murder” (Matthew 5:21) (2,3)

4 One of Paul’'s many hardships endured as a servant of God

(2 Corinthians 6:5) (13)
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5 ‘We ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, — inwardly’
(Romans 8:23) (5)

6 Changed (Daniel 6:8) (7)

7 ‘My yoke is — and my burden is light’ (Matthew 11:30) (4)

8 Recoil (Revelation 12:11) (6)
13 ‘O Lord, you have — me and you know me’ (Psalm 139:1) (8)
15 ‘— to me the joy of your salvation’ (Psalm 51:12) (7)
16 Express sorrow (Isaiah 16:7) (6)

18 ‘Then he said to Thomas, “ — out your hand and put it into my
side” (John 20:27) (5)
20 ‘God has said, “ — will | leave you; — will | forsake you™

(Hebrews 13:5) (5)
21 Son of Onam and brother of Shammai (1 Chronicles 2:28) (4)
(Solutions on page 24)
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%\ ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL

On the peril of choosing new kneelers

The Rectory
St. James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren

After all these years, | now understand why the non-conformist
denominations sit down, rather than kneel, to say their prayers. That
way, no decisions have to be taken over the number, size, shape,
colour, material and design of kneelers in church.

Our present set was donated by a retired Major-General in 1899 to
celebrate the relief of Mafeking and a century of use by the pious and
not-so-devout has taken its toll. Like certain members of our
congregation, they now look a little worse for wear. Many have sprung
leaks, so that when used, a jet of flocking is emitted all over the clothes
of their neighbour, who then has to leave Mattins looking like a Yeti.

Other kneelers have been occupied by grateful mice, who find them
most congenial for nesting and who leave in high umbrage, creating
chaos as Miss Mapp chases them down the aisle with her umbrella;
that this provides her with the perfect excuse to leave before the
sermon is, | am sure, entirely coincidental. The final straw came when
my own, by some quirk in its design, now sounds like a whoopee
cushion every time | kneel. It may cause the choirboys much
amusement, but lends nothing to the dignity of our worship.

So we have decided to have a completely new set — and therein lies
the problem. Who makes them? What will be the designs? Who
co-ordinates the whole project? There is enough here to occupy the
combined minds of our Church Council for the next Millennium and
there will be enough scheming, manoeuvring, signing of non-
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aggression pacts and formation of tactical truces to make the United
Nations look like amateurs. Unfortunately, we do not have the
ecclesiastical equivalents of the blue berets to enforce peace.

The more patriotic members of the congregation have suggested they
all show the Union Jack — presumably so they can be waved at
appropriate moments in our services; one belligerent individual wants
to see depictions of St. Michael slaughtering the dragon, John the
Baptist's head on a platter and other such tasteful scenes; on the
other hand, dear Miss Timmins wants them all to depict doves or small
fluffy creatures, which would make the church look more like pets
corner.

Cutting through these vital issues, | have suggested that the entire
congregation converts to Roman Catholicism.... and then we could
stand for our prayers and do without kneelers entirely.

Your loving uncle,

Eustace

"Toes anyone have a light, please?
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Lord Reith — running the BBC 100 years ago
By Tim Lenton

One hundred years ago, on 14" December
1922, John Reith (later Lord Reith) was
appointed general manager of the newly
formed BBC. He was its first director
general when it became a public
corporation in 1927.

Born in Stonehaven, Kincardineshire,
Reith was educated in Glasgow and
Norfolk. An engineer by profession, he had
fought in the first world war, where he was
wounded by a sniper. He was 6ft 6in tall
and a Scottish Presbyterian whose
Christian faith was both real and strict.

When taking control of the BBC he was, in his own words, "confronted
with problems of which | had no experience”. These included copyright
and performing rights, as well as dealing with —among others — music
publishers, playwrights, associations of concert artists and wireless
manufacturers.

He was at the BBC for only 16 years, but he created long-lasting
templates for public service broadcasting in Britain and elsewhere.
He largely fought off politicians' attempts to influence the BBC —
although he had to comply with Government strictures during the
General Strike of 1926 — while offering programmes to “educate,
inform and entertain”.

During his time at the BBC it had a firm Christian perspective,
broadcasting to what was a Christian country. It did not start
programmes on a Sunday until 12.30pm, to give people time to go to
church first. Critics nowadays see the BBC as fostering the new
fundamentalist religion of secular humanism.

Reith left the BBC in 1938 to become chairman of Imperial Airways.
During the war he was appointed Minister of Information and became
an MP for Southampton. He was later transferred to the House of
Lords. The annual BBC Reith Lectures were inaugurated in 1948 in
his honour.
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Electrical Testing Installation & Repairs
General Electrics

Lighting

Security

Re- Wires

Fault Finding

(Farden Electrics

Security Alarms and Cameras

Fuse Boards

Telephone Points : e
Plumbing and Gas e
Maintenance and Repairs L _ ="
Domestic & Commercial 5 TRUST

020 8301 0751

info@cussenselectrical.co.uk

www. Cussenselectrical.co.uk,
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GOD AND THE ARTS 5\
By The Revd Michael Burgess e
Preparing the Way

This month’s drawing is ‘The Virgin and Child’ by Raphael (1483-1520).
Raphael was a talented artist from a very early age, but this drawing
belongs to a time when he was in Rome from 1510-12. The finished
= painting is known as the Mackintosh
Madonna, after its last owner.

This drawing, or cartoon, was the
first stage in creating that work: it is
| in black chalk with heightening
marks of white. When an artist made
an initial drawing like this, he would
then prick the cartoon with holes and
then sprinkle charcoal powder over
the drawing to reproduce the design
on the canvas below. The pinholes
on this drawing are still clearly
visible. Sadly the final painting has
been damaged through time, but
here in the cartoon we see that first

’ stage: a sensitive and balanced
picture of mother and child: Mary warm and caring, Jesus laughing and alive.

During Advent we think of the preparations God made for the birth of
the Saviour. We celebrate God’s work of creation and how He chose a
people for His own. Within that people He looked for a holy remnant
and then finally a loving heart in the assent of Mary to be the mother of
our Lord. These preparatory steps were as vital for our salvation as the
artist moving from idea to sketch to the finished work.

Each stage is important; each stage a revelation of life and love. Vasari
wrote of Raphael that in his paintings ‘the flesh palpitates, the breath
comes and goes, every organ lives, and life pulsates everywhere.’ Even
this preliminary drawing displays that life and vitality. It is a life we
celebrate at Christmas in the birth of a child who turns to us, as he does
in this work, as a sign of joy and love.
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Rachael Farmer
Home Salon and Mobile Hairdresser
Shampoo and Set, Blow Dry, Cuts

Colours, Foils and perms
Tele: 020 8309 0656; Mobile: 07961069743

Betterfeet - Foot Care
Home Care for your feet

Julie Payne

Qualified Foot Health Professional
Email: betterfeet.jp@gmail.com Tel: 07518 788 488

Marigold Senior Support

Quality Home Help Service
Cleaning — Ironing — Laundry
Shopping — Running Errands
Call Lena on: 0203 609 2417

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com

LESLIE EASTON & CO. LTD

DOUBLE GLAZING * ALUMINIUM WINDOWS
PATIO DOORS * MIRRORS * LEADED LIGHTS
PICTURE FRAMING * POLISHING,
GLASS OF ANY DESCRIPTION CUT SIZES -
7 HOLLYTREE PARADE,

SIDCUP HILL, FOOTS CRAY, KENT.
TELEPHONE: 020 8300 3955 & 020 8300 9345
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3rd Birinus, an apostle to the English %

It was about 635 that Birinus first sailed
across the Channel in order to convert
the whole of Wessex, and then press on
to the Midlands, where no Christian
preacher had ever been. But once he
began his ministry in Wessex, he found
the West Saxons so pagan that he
decided to stay.

So Birinus began his ministry, endlessly
travelling around Wessex, and preaching
to whomever he encountered. Gradually he became known, and
his message began to seep through.

Then a great breakthrough occurred: the King of Wessex,
Cynegils, asked Birinus for instruction in the Christian faith. His
daughter was going to marry Oswald, the Christian king of
Northumbria, and for political reasons Cynegils now wanted to
convert. So Birinus taught and baptised Cynegils and his family,
and in return they gave him the Romano-British town of Dorchester
as his see, and Birinus became the first bishop of Dorchester.

It was an excellent strategic move: Dorchester was on a main road
and river in the centre of an area of dense Anglo-Saxon
settlement. From his new ‘headquarters’, Birinus spent his last
15 years going on to build many churches around Wessex, and
to baptise many people. Towards the end of his life Birinus
dedicated a church at Winchester, which later became the
ecclesiastical centre of the kingdom. (There is no record of
Wessex bishops at Dorchester after 660.)

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD PUZZLE

IACROSS: 1, Hide. 3, Disgrace. 9, Sonship. 10, Oaths. 11, Tutti.

12, Ignore. 14, Foreknowledge. 17, Ashram. 19, Men or. 22, Aroma.

23, Nineveh. 24, Amethyst. 25, Trod. DOWN: 1, His staff. 2, Do not.

4, Imprisonments. 5, Groan. 6, Altered. 7, Easy. 8, Shrink. 13, Searched.
15, Restore. 16, Lament. 18, Reach. 20, Never. 21, Jada.
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CHRISTMAS LIVE

Sometimes when people tell you a
story it doesn’t really mean as much
as it would if you could see it for
yourself. St Francis of Assisi had
often preached about that very first
Christmas in Bethlehem with the
animals round the manger and the
baby lying on a bed of straw. But he
wanted the story to come alive for
his congregation. In the year 1223
he had a brilliant idea and planned
a very special surprise for
Christmas Eve.

Instead of the sermon in church,
Francis led the people to a cave.
There, to their amazement, was a
manger set out with a doll in it, and
all around were real animals who
watched while Francis told the old
story with a new meaning because
people could now see it for
themselves. The idea grew each
year, soon they used a real baby in
the crib (an orphan with no home
because someone would then
willingly take in the ‘Christ-baby’).
And still today, churches and
homes every-where put up their
cribs and wonder anew at the story
of God come down to earth, a child
like us.

CHRISTMAS BEADS

A nice present to make for

someone you love. Cut strips of
paper out of Christmas wrapping
paper. Each strip 6" (15 cm) long
and 3/4" (2 cm) at the widest part.
Cut these strips into long triangle
shapes so that the tip of the paper
is narrower than the base.

Put widest end of the paper strip
onto a knitting needle or pencil and
begin to wrap it round itself. When
you get close to the end, add a
very small dab
of glue and
press it down.
Slide the bead
off the knitting
needle.
Repeat. Let the
beads dry. Thread the beads onto
string or yarn and then tie to make
a necklace. You can also make
longer lengths into garlands to
decorate the Christmas tree.

What did the snowman and his
wife hang over their baby’s crib?
A snow mobile.

What is claustrophobia?
Fear of Santa.
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FROM THE REGISTERS

| Baptisms

Buwrials

Year’s mind for December 2021

W. UDEN & SONS LTD

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

THE FAMILY BUSINESS THAT STILL OFFERS A PERSONAL
SERVICE

64 HIGH STREET, SIDCUP

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST MONUMENTAL MASONS

Telephone: 020 8300 2002 24 hour service

BRANCHES IN SOUTH-EAST LONDON, PETTS WOOD AND
BIGGIN HILL
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THE BEXLEY TEAM CLERGY

Associate Priest:

Rev’d Sue Twynam  setwynam@gmail.com 01322 559501
07952 468127

Team Curate:

Rev'd Matt Hodder matthodder10@gmail.com 07889 873125

Team Vicar:

Rev’'d Clive Wood revclivewood@gmail.com 01322 270942
07982 392809

Team Vicar:

Rev'd Edward Barlow fr.edwardbarlow@gmail.com 01322 521786

ACCESSIBILITY NEEDS

If you are going to attend our church and you have accessibility needs
please let us know and we will be happy to make arrangements for
you. There is level access to the church and the Bothy and we have
a sound loop system and large print orders of service. Please feel free
to telephone the Associate Priest Rev'’d Sue Twynam or the Team
Curate Rev’d Matt Hodder who will be happy to discuss the matter with
you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Advertisers and readers should be aware that an advertisement in this
magazine does not imply the Church recommends or endorses the
services being advertised.

Please note that articles published in the magazine do not necessarily
reflect the views of the PCC. Copy to be submitted by 4th Sunday of
each month. For reasons of copyright, poems and articles obtained
from the Internet, or from published sources, cannot be printed in the
magazine without prior permission from the author or publisher.

27



mailto:setwynam@gmail.com
mailto:matthodder10@gmail.com
mailto:revclivewood@gmail.com
mailto:fr.edwardbarlow@gmail.com

IAN DAVIS ¢ Lawn Cutting :

GARDENING SERVICES | |: Edging

BASED IN SIDCUP ¢ Weeding
¢ Pruning

¢ Planting
& All General Garden

¢ Competitive Prices
¢ Hadlow College, City and
Guilds

Contact lan onj
Phone: 07931 811620
Email: davis§4#btinternet.com

David Hemsley

Building Service and Property Maintenance

Internal & External Painting & Decorating
Fencing * Block Paving * Crazy Paving * Decking
Walls = Paths * Patios * Drainage
Qualified Plastering Service Available

Free Estimates
Insurance Work Undertaken
24 Hour Call Out Service

Tel: 020 8303 9459
Mobile: 07710 431 956




